Amazon River, Brazil
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Amazon River is located in South America. It runs through Guyana, Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and Peru.
· The length of the Amazon River is approximately 6400 kilometres (4000 miles).
· During the wet season, the Amazon River can reach over 190 kilometres (120 miles) in width.
· There are no bridges that cross the Amazon, mostly because there is no need, the majority of the Amazon River runs through rainforests rather than roads or cities.
· The largest city along the Amazon River is Manaus. Located in Brazil it is home to over 1.7 million people.
· There are over 3000 known species of fish that live in the Amazon River, with more constantly being discovered.
· Anacondas lurk in the shallow waters of the Amazon Basin, they are one of the largest snakes in the world and occasionally attack larger animals such as goats that get to close the water.
· The Amazon River is also home to the piranha, a meat eating type of fish! Being carnivores, piranhas are known to attack in groups, preying on livestock that strays into the water.
· The first European to discover the Amazon is said to have found the river when he was over 200 miles (300 kilometres) out to sea and noticed he was sailing in fresh water. He turned towards the shore and found the mighty River Amazon.
· Spanish explorer Francisco de Orellana gave the river its name and was the first European to travel the length of the river. In 1541-2, he and his men encountered a tribe of fierce women who reminded him of the story from ancient Greece about Amazons, who were warrior women. Perhaps to warn later travellers about these fierce women, he named the river Amazon.


Bora Bora, French Polynesia 
· The Island features an extinct volcano at its center which rises to two peaks called Mount Pahia and Mount Otemanu. 
· The Island is nestled on the waters about 230 kilometers (143 miles) northwest of Papeete. It is surrounded by a lagoon and a barrier reef.
· During the Second World War, United States chose Bora Bora as a supply outpost for its South Pacific Fleet. It acted as an oil depot, airstrip, seaplane base, and defensive fortifications were constructed around it.
· Did you know that in the Tahitian Language, from which the word Bora Bora was picked does not have a 'B'. Rather, it has letter 'P' and thus the Island is called Pora Pora which is translated to mean 'first born' in English.
· Bora Bora is one of the most secluded islands on the planet. To demonstrate this, sample this; the Island of Hawaii gets more visitors in 10 days than the whole of French Polynesia gets in a whole year.
· What's your idea of paradise? Beautiful Beaches? Good food? Unpolluted environment? Well, Bora Bora has all this...but what really makes it a paradise is that there are no poisonous insects or snakes. You can sleep on the beach without risking a snake bite.
· If you put a flower on your left year, it is an indication that you have someone special in your life. If on the other hand you put it on your right ear, it means you are looking and Bora Bora natives will spoil you with flirts.
· Among the native French Polynesians, the Island of Bora Bora is known as the Romantic Paradise.
· Half of the population of Bora Bora is below 20 years. Expect to see many beautiful people enjoying the sun on the beaches.
· The Island of Bora Bora is surrounded by several beautiful islets that includes; Motu Tapu, Motu Ahuna, Tevairoa, Motu Tane, Motu Mute, Motu Tufari, Motu Pitiaau, Sofitel Motu, Motu Toopua, and Toopuaiti.





Rice Terrace fields, Longsheng, China 
· The Dragon's Backbone Rice Terraces is a beautiful natural picture. 
· The linked together rice terraces vary from season to season. In spring, the water is irrigated into the fields and the terraces look like great chains or ribbons hung on the hillsides. When the onset of summer, green waves rush continuously down the mountainside from the heaven. The theme of autumn is the harvest, with the mountainside decorated with the gold of ripened millet. Coming into winter, the whole mountain will be covered with white snow, just like dragons playing with water. 
· Village elders have a saying in Longsheng: where there is soil there is a terrace. 
· Two hours ride from the city of Guilin in Guanxi province the problem of growing rice on steep hills was long ago solved.
· From the Yuan Dynasty at the end of the thirteenth century the colossal task of terracing the Longsheng hills to provide a rice harvest began.
· It took four hundred years for the terraces, also known as Longjii, to be built. During that time countless generations toiled on the terraces to ensure the annual rice harvest which did little more than feed their families. Yet in their efforts to provide for their families they produced a scene of tremendous beauty. It is little wonder that the Chinese call it the ‘amazing terrace’.
· The terraced rice fields, like ladders, wind from the bottom of the mountain to the top. The elevation varies from 380 meters to 880 meters with a drop of 500 meters. 
· First built during the Yuan Dynasty, these rice fields were built with the determination, sweat and blood of generations of people. It is a testimony to the ingenuity of agriculture in mountainous areas. 
· These fields are often belt-shaped, narrow and long, most of which are only wide enough for two rows of crops. The largest patch is only one Mu. 
· There are about 66 square kilometers of terraced fields in southeast Longsheng.

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe 
	
	· Victoria Falls is one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World and the major waterfall on the Zambezi River in Africa. 
· It is famous for being the largest waterfall in the world, in the wet season. 
· The African people who live around the falls call it Mosi-oa-Tunya which means "smoke that thunders". The water makes a roaring noise as it falls over the cliff and down into the Zambezi River below. A cloud of water vapor is always seen around the falls. 






	

	· Victoria Falls on the Zambezi River is located on the border between the countries of Zambia and Zimbabwe in the continent of Africa. 

	· The Zambezi River is the largest river in Africa and one of the longest. It flows 

	· 1,687 miles across Zambia, Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique until it reaches the Indian Ocean. 

	· 550 million liters of water drops 305 feet (93 m) every minute over the cliff at Victoria Falls and continues flowing downstream as the lower Zambezi River. 

	· The width of Victoria Falls in the wet season is a bit over a 1 mile wide (1,609 meters). 

	· The water depth at the base of the falls is 229 feet (70m). 

	· The European explorer, Doctor David Livingstone called the falls after Queen Victoria in England when he visited there in 1855. 

	· The falls have been protected by the Zambezi National Park since 1983 and Victoria Falls National Park since January 2013. 

	· Tourists visit Victoria Falls in the dry season between May to October. 

	· Tourists can bungee jump from a bridge crossing the river downstream of the falls. With strong ropes tied to their ankles, they fall 364 feet until they hang upside down just above the water. 






Kauai, Hawaii
1. Travel & Leisure Magazine readers recently named Kauai as the 2nd Best Island in the World!  
2.  Kauai has more beaches, rivers, streams and waterfalls than any of the other Hawaiian Islands.
3.  Kauai's coastline is 111 miles and over 50% of those miles are sandy beaches.
4.  Over 97% of the land on Kauai is used for conservation and agriculture.
5.  Kauai is geologically the oldest of the major Hawaiian Islands at 5.8 million years old.
6.  Kauai's official island colour is purple.
7.  Hawaii's office state bird is the Nene Goose--and Kauai has the largest protected population in Hawaii.
8.  Kauai's official island flower is the Mokihana (a green berry found in the forest used in lei making).
9.  Kauai's unofficial "Bird of Paradise" is the island's wild Rooster.
10. Kauai has the only navigable rivers in the state and our longest river is the Wailua River at 19.2 miles. 
11. Kauai is roughly circular in shape with a diameter of 32 miles and a wide point of only 25 miles.  Kauai covers 552.3 square miles of land and is so small it is measured in acres = 401,280 in total.
12.  Kauai coffee is the largest coffee plantation in the United States and Kauai grows more taro than any other island.
13.  Kauai is the northern most island in the Hawaiian chain.  Hawaii is the most isolated inhabited land mass in the world.  Kauai is 2390 miles California, 3850 miles from Japan, 4900 miles from China and 5280 miles from the Phillipines.
14.  Kauai's Mt. Waialeale is the Wettest Spot on Earth, averaging 450 inches of rain per year producing eight major, majestic waterfalls.

