
Background Information

Pupils need to be shown how a range of 

writers and poets have been inspired by nature 

to create emotive descriptions. Prose and 

poetry by Robert Frost and George Orwell are 

contained within the unit, but wider reading 

for more able pupils might include 

Wordsworth's poems, that teach emotion 

through landscape, Ted Hughes and Seamus 

Heaney, both of which have written poems 

with strong vivid imagery and clear 

metaphorical symbolism. Bronte's landscape 

descriptions with analysis are also worth 

looking at.

Core Reading Objectives

▪ Analyse how writers present themes, 

viewpoints, and perspectives.

▪ Adapt tone and style for different 

audiences and analytical purposes.

▪ Evaluate how context influences themes 
and reader interpretation across periods.

▪ Analyse layers of meaning in vocabulary, 

including figurative and symbolic language. 

▪ Make sophisticated inferences about 

themes, motivations, and authorial 
perspective.

▪ Justify interpretations with close textual 

analysis and contextual understanding.

▪ Critically evaluate authorial techniques, 

considering how structure, form, and 

viewpoint create meaning, style, and 
impact across genres and contexts.

Y8 Descriptive Writing Unit (4 Weeks)

Unit Summary

This term we will be studying descriptive 
writing. We will use all the important 
knowledge from our English lessons across 
the year to demonstrate our writing ability 
by writing accurately and creatively.
Over the coming weeks, we will:
•Use settings effectively to express an 
appropriate emotion
•Begin our descriptions effectively to have 
an impact on the reader
•Use effective imagery to describe settings 
and people
•Think about how we sequence our writing 
•We will combine and practise using 
emotion, imagery and sequencing to create 
an effect
•We will practise our writing and have time 
to craft and edit our responses

Core Writing Outcomes

Describe a mountainous area ensuring that it 
meets this criteria:
1. It is clear.
2.    It has an emotive description
3.     It uses imagery effectively

Core Writing Objectives

▪ Plan to manipulate tone and viewpoint 
(formal/informal; neutral/persuasive).

▪ Amend vocabulary, grammar and 
structure of writing to improve its 
coherence and effectiveness

▪ Achieve concision and precision 
through thoughtful vocabulary and 
syntax choices.

▪ Eliminate clichés and vague words; 
strengthen verbs and nouns. 

▪ Proofread systematically (target 
personal error patterns). 

▪ Know when to use/not use repetition 
for effect.

▪ Use punctuation to craft meaning and 
rhythm in sophisticated ways. 

▪ Analyse and emulate style features 
from high-quality models.

▪ Confidently use the full range of 
punctuation for effect and clarity across 
the curriculum.

Careers Link

This unit...
• Helps people visualise ideas.
• Makes communication clearer and more 

persuasive.
• Shows emotional intelligence and audience 

awareness.
• Enhances storytelling — a skill used in 

interviews, presentations, and leadership.
• Explore careers links using AI software with 

the class





Key Reading Objectives

Key Oracy Tasks

Key writing Objectives

• Read and respond to increasingly challenging texts

• Read fluently demonstrating control of tone and pace to 

enhance meaning

• Demonstrate growing familiarity with canonical literature

• Provide analytical justifications supported by textual 

evidence

• Analyse and perform dramatic and poetic texts, exploring 

structure, metre, tone, and staging

• Discuss how performance communicates layers of 

meaning and subtext

• Explore nuanced vocabulary

• Analyse how characterisation and setting convey implied 

meaning

• Predict outcomes and thematic developments based on 

textual evidence and awareness of genre conventions

• Anslyse how writers use language to achieve to achieve 

specific effects and convey ideas

Key Reading Assessment:

Essay – How is Caliban Presented in the play?

• Sustain accurate and effective sentences

• Use punctuation to craft meaning and rhythm in sophisticated 

ways

• Blend formal and informal voices deliberately where genre 

allows

• Confidently use the full range of punctuation for effect and 

clarity across the curriculum

• Eliminate clichés and vague words; strengthen verbs and nouns

• Proofread systematically (target personal error patterns)

• Know when to use/not use repetition for effect

• Compose openings and endings that suit the audience and 

purpose

• Maintain a confident narrative or argument voice over 

extended pieces

• Experiment with structure (flashback, dual narrative, withheld 

information) with clarity

Key writing Outcome

• Perform a variety of scenes form the play
• Whoosh through the play through drama
• Debate the nature/nurture factors that cause Caliban's behaviour
• Discussions around plot and characters using key words 

‘The Tempest’: Knowledge Organiser

Writing Task: Message in a Bottle

A piece of extended writing from either Caliban or Miranda including 

backstory, emotions, metaphor, first person, relationships etc. See 

detailed task planning for more information.


